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Empathy drives design
Think about how your design choices impact others and 
ask:
● Is everyone able to perceive the information?
● Is everyone able to navigate and interact with the 

content?
● Is everyone able to understand the content?

Reference: Getting Started with Presentation Accessibility, 
National Centre on Accessible Education Materials

http://aem.cast.org/binaries/content/assets/aem/creating-aem/getting-started-with-presentation-accessibility.pdf
http://aem.cast.org/binaries/content/assets/aem/creating-aem/getting-started-with-presentation-accessibility.pdf


Design considerations
● Clearly articulate your purpose and key takeaways
● Identify participant needs
● Identify and mitigate possible barriers for participants
● Support structure and navigation (e.g. create sections, 

subheadings, ….)

Reading: 10 tips for better slide decks (TED Talks)

https://blog.ted.com/10-tips-for-better-slide-decks/


Accessible slides
● Declutter

○ Essential text only, large font
○ Visual clutter

● Style consistency
○ Font, colour scheme, layouts etc

● Text
○ High contrast colours
○ Clear background

● Image descriptions (alt text)



Examples



E.g. Essential text only



E.g. Declutter



E.g. Ensure you can read 
diagrams or avoid them



E.g. Avoid adding unreadable 
tables or diagrams



E.g. Avoid adding unreadable 
tables or diagrams



E.g. Avoid adding unreadable tables unless it is 
a visual prompt for a participant activity



E.g. Use high contrast text 
and take great care with 
text over images



E.g. Use high contrast text 
and take great care with 
text over images



E.g. Decide on key ideas for 
each slide and avoid 
unnecessary extras



E.g. Use a simple font, keep 
them consistent throughout 
the slide deck



E.g Use high contrast, keep 
consistent colour schemes 
throughout the slide deck
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